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them as soon as possible; but when, in August, it became neces-
sary to ratify the project, the Italian ministry demanded the
immediate withdrawal from Rome, and a declaration that France
would not again intervene in Italian affairs- The negotiation
hung in the balance ; each of the three sovereigns simply prom-
ised to conclude no other alliance without notifying the other
two* Napoleon then accepted a parliamentary ministry whose
head, Ollivier, had declared himself in favour of peace and recon-
ciliation with Germany. This ministry, in January, 1870, re-
vived the plan for securing the peace of Europe by getting both
France and Prussia to disarm; England agreed to transmit it
France offered to diminish her yearly military contingent by
10,000 men. Bismarck made the objection that Prussia's organ*
ization made disarmament impossible (February, 1870).

The proposition made to the Reichstag on February 24, to
admit the Grand Duchy pf Baden into the northern confederation,
renewed the agitation against Prussia and German unity; Bis-
marck was reproached with having failed to reply that this would
be contrary to the treaty of Prague, whereby the independence
of the states south of the Main was guaranteed. Bismarck re-
plied, tKrough his newspapers, that the treaty did not forbid the
Southern States to join the northern confederation. The Aus-
trian Archduke Albert passed some weeks in Paris, studying
the French military situation. He proposed to Napoleon a plan
, of campaign; the French army, he said, was too weak to fight
Prussia alone; it should invade South Germany, which the Aus-
trian and Italian armies would enter through Bavaria. Napo-
leon kept this plan without speaking of it (March).

The Vatican Council, and later the plebiscite on the constitu-
tional changes, engaged the attention of the French govern-
ment. The Catholic powers had refrained from interfering in
the convocation of the Council; but when, in February, the plan
for the promulgation of infallibility came up, Daru, the French
minister of foreign affairs, together with Napoleon, drew up
a note reserving the rights of the state and announcing the send-
ing of a French representative to the Council. Ollivier pre-
vented this course, the Holy See having claimed the right of the
Church to arrange its affairs freely (March). Daru drew up a
note which Austria approved; the Roman curia refused to bring
it before the Council (April). France could influence the Pope
by threatening to withdraw her troops from Rome; Ollivier per-
suaded Napoleon to renounce this means. Daru completed his